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Applicants submit herewith patents, publications, and other information of which they are 
aware, which they believe may be material, as defined in 37 C.F.R. 1.56(b), to the examination 
of this application and in respect of which there may be a duty to disclose in accordance with 37 
C.F.R . 1.56(a). While the information referred to in this Information Disclosure Statement may 
be material pursuant to 37 C.F.R. 1 .56(b), the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement is 
not intended to, pursuant to 37 C.F.R. 1.97(h), constitute an admission that any patent 
publication or other information referred to is, or is considered to be, material to the patentability 
of this invention. Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. 1 .97(g), the filing of this Information Disclosure 
Statement shall not be construed to mean that a search has been made or that no other material 
information exists. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is filed after the period set forth in 37 C.F.R. 
1 .97(b), but is believed to be filed before the mailing date of a final action under §1.113 or a 
notice of allowance under §1 .31 1, whichever occurs first. The Commissioner is authorized to 
charge any fees under 37 C.F.R. 1 . i 7(p) or credit any overpayment to Account No. 18-1982. 

A concise explanation of the relevance of some or all of the hems listed on the attached 
PTO-1449 (modified) is as follows: 
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Listed reference EP 0 503 548 Al is in the German language, LIS. Patent No. 5,276,049, 
issued January 4, 1994, is an English language family member of EP 0 503 548 Ah and is 
believed to have substantially similar content as EP 0 503 548 Ah 
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